a solid government. If his wish had been realized
and had heen realized under his direction, the dema-
gogues would have been curbed and all France
would have welcomed the act. But the Prince at first
repelled every attempt to induce him to haaten
events by violent measures. "I was opposed to any
attack on legal institutions," he said at a later
period, referring to this moment; "I wished to
avoid extreme steps which did not seem indispen-
sable for the salvation of society." Changarnier did
not hide his regret and astonishment at the Prince's
moderation and said on more than one occasion:
"The President missed a fine opportunity to put
things to rights. He made a mistake, for he will not
meet with another like it.'' If General Changarnier
had had his way, the Empire would have come three
years sooner, and he would not have been in a posi-
tion to express very different views concerning this
Empire from those which he expressed a little later.
As the Emperor well said:''Changarnier found out
how to make himself decidedly hostile to me as soon
as events got straightened out and he saw that I
meant to act for myself." It was natural, therefore,
that the General should fall from power, which hap-
pened on January 10,1851, when he was deprived of
the command of the Paris national guard.

Thiers also had shown a willingness to sacrifice
the constitution in order to reestablish a strong
government. "But of course he was not working f01
the Imperial Government," Napoleon would say
with a smile, which meant that Thiers, as always;
was working for himself alone. His first idea was tc
lengthen the President's term, making it ten years
which was a breach of the constitution. "We

26 Empire was the surest manner of bringing about
